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Managing the Old Chapel for the Community

The Old Chapel is well and 
truly open for business and 
bookings are already running 
at about 50% capacity.  

The hall is being used for 
pilates, yoga and tai chi 
sessions on a regular basis.  
Drama groups and children’s 
performance training take 
place each week and we even 
had a booking for wedding 
dance preparations.  

Local businesses are using 
the venue for their corporate 
team building events and the 
Sun newspaper along with 
sponsorship from Morrisons 
recently held a surprise 
birthday celebration in the hall.  

Children’s birthday parties are 
a big hit and our cleaners are 
getting used to finding glitter 
in their floor mop.   Pupils 
from Bickley Park School even 
suggested it was a cool venue 
and should be used for speed 
dating!

But it’s not all about the 
commercial aspect; we are 
keen to make the Old Chapel 
work for the community.  Our 
weekly Wednesday morning 
coffee mornings are a success!  
The cake is excellent, even if 
it did disappear too quickly 

when we were joined by local 
master magician Neil Edwards.  

We have an artisan baker 
joining us from time to time 
and our weekly topical quiz 
seems to be enjoyed by all 
our visitors.   We have one 

“I was very pleased with 
both the facility and 
the booking process.  
The Old Chapel is a 

beautiful building, inside 
and out and a lovely 
environment to bring 

clients to and teach in.”
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Managing the Old Chapel for the Community

participant who, despite 
keeping an eye on her two year 
old grandson, manages to get 
the most correct answers each 
week. Come on Chislehurst - 
raise the bar for her and see if 
we can topple her crown!  
We have had a practice run for 
our forthcoming film club.  

In September we hope to 
announce a monthly Friday 
night film show and after 
an initial free event, Society 
members will be able to take 
up club membership in order 
to access priority bookings.  
The films will be those classics 
that didn’t stay in the main 
cinemas long enough and we 
expect to have ice cream and 
popcorn for you too – those 
poor cleaners will find more 
than glitter in their mops!

“The space and location 
is certainly helping me 

grow my business”

“Everything was so easy 
and stress free, the hall 
itself was ideal for my 
daughter’s birthday 

party and all the 
children had a great time 
– what a great addition 

to Chislehurst” 

Your ideas for the North 
Gable

A number of our members 
are asking about the empty 
space in the north gable: 
are we going to fill it with a 
bell, a clock, a light or an art 
installation? 

Well over to you.... This brick 
built elevation needs, in the 
vacant space, something 
which will ideally be 
maintenance free with at least 
a ten year life span.  

The maximum weight of any 
fixture would be ten kilos and 
must not project massively 
beyond the Queens Passage 
face of the building.    

We are not looking for any 
religious, political or trade 
marked symbol or logo.  

Peter Miller, one of our 
road stewards has agreed to 
oversee your ideas, so contact 
us, send us your drawings 
and ideas and we’ll see if what 
inspiration comes forth to 
finish the building.  

Please send any entries to the 
usual address:

admin@chislehurst-society.
org.uk or pop the hard copy 
designs into us at the office:

The Old Chapel
3 Queen’s Passage

Chislehurst
BR7 5AP

Please make sure you provide 
us with copies of any original 
drawings as we won’t be able 
to return the originals!
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Hornbrook House and CB Fry 
(yet another resident of renown)
All cricket fans will have 
heard of Charles Burgess Fry 
but there will be many who 
don’t know that ‘one of the 
greatest English sportsmen of 
all time’ was briefly a resident 
of Chislehurst!  

Chiefly known for his 
cricketing prowess he is the 
only man to have captained 
England in both cricket and 
football.  He held the long 
jump record for 21 years 
and played rugby for The 
Barbarians.   He became a 
politician and a writer; he 
was even interviewed for the 
vacant throne of Albania in 
1921! John Arlott wrote of 
him “A most incredible man....
the most variously gifted 
Englishman of any age”.

Born in Croydon in 1872, his 
family moved to Chislehurst 
when Fry was very little.  
They moved to Southill 
Road on the edge of the 
Camden Park Estate.   Fry 
wrote in his memoir that he 
can remember the sound 
of the train rumbling along 
the embankment towards 
Elmstead Woods.  

From an old indenture 
containing a map of the 
ownership of plots of land in 
the road, we know that the 
house was Camden Wood 
Cottage, later St Andrews 
but now demolished.   Fry 
seemed to remember even at a 
tender age walking in the park 
with his nurse and having 
brief conversations with the 

widowed Empress Eugenie 
and the Prince Imperial.  He 
recalls his shock at learning 
of the young prince’s death, 
“someone I knew very well 
has died,” he said. 

The family moved to 
Orpington when he was seven 
but he was a weekly boarder 
at Hornbrook House School, 

now the site of the Red Cross 
car park and monthly farmers 
market.  His biography, ‘King 
of Sport’ by Iain Wilton 
has been read by daytime 
history group member Mick 
McCarthy who has pointed 
out the following description 
of Hornbrook House.

“The school was an old 
fashioned establishment which 
consisted of around forty boys 
aged between 9 and 19.  It was 
owned by a Mr Humphrey, a 
bent old man with a long white 
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beard.  He taught arithmetic 
and geography and conducted 
daily assembly” 
 
Fry’s first introduction to 
football was at Hornbrook 
House but the rules were 
unorthodox and varied 
according to the identity 
of the side’s captain.  Little 
cricket was played and one of 
the few practice games was 
abandoned after only one ball. 
In his third year at 

Hornbrook Fry found the 
place transformed, the 
establishment having been 
bought by Hugh Vaughan 
Pears, whose father had 
turned Repton into one of 
the country’s leading public 
schools.  A new gymnasium 
was built at Hornbrook, the 
food improved and the boys 
finished at the age of 14.  CB 
felt he had entered ‘another 
and better world’.  
The school became a full 

time boarding school and the 
curriculum and approach to 
sport was transformed.   Fry 
became the school’s soccer 
captain and even appeared 
aged twelve for the local West 
Kent football team.

Whilst captaining the 
Hornbrook House XI cricket 
team the groundsman of the 
West Kent Cricket Club was 
umpiring a school match, he 
was the nephew of Timothy 
Duke, the famous cricket bat 
and ball manufacturer and 
had made cricketing history 
by bowling four batsman 
with successive balls in an 
1862 match at Hove.  Fry 
unfortunately knocked 
this umpire, Joseph Wells, 
unconscious.  Joseph was the 
father of H.G so CB Fry had 
nearly wiped out the creator of 
The War of the Worlds!

Fry thrived under the new 
curriculum, revelling in the 
Latin classes and went on 
to secure a place at Repton, 
no doubt influenced by his 
headmaster. 

Hornbrook was also to 
educate the young Malcolm 
Campbell but by 1914, along 
with its neighbour Hollington 
House, the buildings were to 
become Red Cross hospitals 
run by VAD nurses caring 
for the wounded from the 
Western Front.  

The YMCA had charge of 
the building at that time 
and it provided hostel 
accommodation locally until 
it was demolished in 1962 
making way for the car park.
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Making a Difference in Chislehurst

Friends of Chislehurst Rec 
have received a Chislehurst 
Society grant of £ 2,000  
along with money from the 
postcode lottery and County 
Playing Field Association 
to install an accessible 
(wheelchair friendly) 
roundabout for all children, 
regardless of their mobility 
needs, to participate in play.  

We are delighted that this 
feature of public interest will 

The Society is lucky enough to have a dedicated budget for grants so that it can support local, worth causes which 
fulfil the Society’s objects. If you would like more information about applying for one of these grants please contact us 
or visit the ‘Grants’ section of our website.

be installed shortly so that 
the children can take full 
advantage of the long summer 
days.  

Centenary of the 
Daylight Saving Act 
On 21st May 1916 the 
Daylight Saving Act which 
William Willett had tirelessly 
campaigned for came into 
being for the first time.  

Willett had died in March 
1915 but it was the needs of 
the Great War that succeeded 
in getting the clocks changed 
for the first time.  

On 14th May this year the 

National Trust celebrated the 
centenary and  the Society was 
there to mark the occasion.  

Whirly Good Fun
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Making a Difference in Chislehurst
The Society is lucky enough to have a dedicated budget for grants so that it can support local, worth causes which 
fulfil the Society’s objects. If you would like more information about applying for one of these grants please contact us 
or visit the ‘Grants’ section of our website.

You can view the video online 
on our website.

The sun shone at just the 
right moment showing off 
the memorial sundial in the 
National Trust woods in 
all its working glory.  The 
granite sundial, designed by 
G Miller and erected in 1927 
after British Summer Time 
finally became a permanent 
reality, has been looking 
somewhat worse for wear 
of late.  Thanks to the £1000 
legacy reported in the spring 

edition of Cockpit the sundial 
had been cleaned and spruced 
up by local stonemason Gavin 
Poyner, in honour of this 
centenary.   

The glade has also had some 
tree work undertaken in order 
to allow the sunlight to shine 
through effectively. 

Built on a Bowling 
Green 
Built on a Bowling Green 
is a newly released book 
thoroughly researched by 
local history group member, 
Pat Waters, about that corner 
of Chislehurst Common 
which encompasses The 
White House, Camden Close 
and St Nicholas Church of 
England Primary School.   
G Miller is one of the 
characters whose story Pat 
tells.  This fascinating read 
has been published with some 

grant aid from the Society and 
is available from us at a price 
of £12 

Shakespeare on the 
Common
The Trustees of the Commons 
put on some impromptu 
readings from Shakespeare’s 
works to commemorate 400 
years since the death of the 
bard.   

A £114 grant from the Society 
went towards the production 
of the various posters that 
were put up around the village 
featuring nature related quotes 
from his plays. 

Chislehurst Video
The Society has agreed to 
sponsor a short promotional 
video along with The 
Chislehurst Business Group to 
showcase the delights of the 
place where we all live. 

Wildlife  Grant 
The wildlife rescue centre 
at Bullerswood School is 
to receive a maximum of 
£400 over the next two years 
towards their aviary and care 
of injured birds.  In the last 
year the school has taken in 95 
admissions from the RSPCA 
and most of the birds have 
been released back into the 
wild. 

7

Cockpit Summer 2016.indd   7 15/07/2016   09:14



The Great Crested Newt at Scadbury

The ponds in Scadbury Park 
Nature Reserve have long been 
home to the Great Crested 
Newt, the biggest and least 
common of the three newts 
found in the British Isles. 

It is a protected species under 
Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981, and it is 
an offence to capture or kill the 
Great Crested Newt, to disturb 
it, or to damage its habitat.

Scadbury’s ponds remain 
among its most important 
habitats in southern England, 
and investigation this year 

suggests that the populations 
in most of the ponds remains 
stable. However, there are 
concerns about their well-
being in some of the ponds, 
where water quality and 
accessibility have made it 
difficult to be sure of their 
continued existence.

The Friends of Scadbury are 
anxious to protect the ecology 
and bio-diversity of Scadbury 

8

Park, and requested a small 
grant from the Chislehurst 
Society to undertake DNA 
testing on the water of the two 
ponds which appear most at 
risk.  

This has been agreed, and 
results of the test should be 
available soon, to enable 
any remedial work to be 
considered before next year’s 
breeding season.
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Wet weather fails to dampen the 
Queen’s Tea Party
Sponsored by the Chislehurst Society, jdm and Higgs’ Butcher

In true British style, the 
heavens opened just as the 
Queen’s Tea Party kicked off in 
Chislehurst on Saturday 11th 
June. Despite the heavy rain, 
over 1,500 guests turned out 
on the Common to celebrate 
Her Majesty’s 90th birthday.

The giant street party was 
organised by local volunteers 
to raise money for the Trustees 
of Chislehurst Commons, 
the charity that protects and 
maintains the 180 acres of 
green spaces in and around 
Chislehurst. 

"There are 15 Trustees who 
manage Chislehurst Commons 
on behalf of this community, 
as our predecessors have 
done for almost 130 years. We 
volunteer our time because we 
feel strongly that these open 
spaces are here to be enjoyed 
and should be protected for 
the next generation. We are 
extremely thankful to the team 

of loyal volunteers who put in 
long hours to stage this event,” 
says John Hayhow, Chair of the 
Trustees. 

Ticket holders were set to 
enjoy a traditional High Tea 
to the sound of a quarter peal 
of bells from neighbouring 
St Nicholas church. The bell 
ringing is an ancient English 

tradition to mark a special 
occasion. 

The High Tea was literally a 
wash out, but the sun came out 
eventually and the sense of fun 
prevailed as guests enjoyed live 
music and country dancing. 

"People here know how to have 
a good time and the sense of 
community is priceless. A bit 
of rain did nothing to dampen 
spirits and if anything, the 
weather made it even more 
of a day to remember,” says 
Donna Bompas, Chair of the 
organising committee. 
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Making sure Chislehurst gets a Fair Deal
Making the 
most of our local 
Council
We are not alone in being 
increasingly unhappy with 
the service level provided 
by LBB. Alison Stammers 
has had a very productive 
meeting with the Chief 
Executive of the Council, 
Doug Patterson.  

He has suggested bi-
monthly meetings so he 

can engage more with what 
is happening at a community 
level to address issues which 
arise and find solutions.  

Planning is to be the first 
topic to be discussed and 
Barry Redding will also join 
the meeting.  Our three ward 
councillors have also been 
invited to attend.  

Local Plan update
Mary Manuel, head of 
Strategic Planning and 
Projects responded to Alison 
Stammers’ request for 
information:
“The intention is to take the 
Draft Local Plan including 

Local Green Space to the 
Development Control 
Committee [on the] 11th 
July and the Executive [on 
the] 13th July with, subject 
to agreement, consultation 
starting in September.  
This timescale is included 
in the Council’s Forward 
Programme.”

Speak to Bob Neill 
at the Old Chapel
Our local MP Bob Neill is 
conducting his surgeries from 
the Old Chapel.
 
To book an appointment call 
0207 219 8471 .

Ward Councillor 
Contact Details
Our ward councillors are 
elected by you and work for 
you. If you have any issue 
you want to discuss with 
one of the them we urge 
you to make contact with 
them. They can only help if 
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Making sure Chislehurst gets a Fair Deal
matters are brought to their 
attention so keeping them 
informed of matters at a 
local level will ensure our 
community is heard. 

Contact your ward 
councillors:

Eric.Bosshard@bromley.gov.
uk 01689 898203

Katy.Boughey@bromley.gov.
uk  020 8467 7572

Ian.Payne@bromley.gov.uk 
07834 418 229

A history of Chislehurst Union 
Workhouse 1759 - 1861
By Alan and Catherine Fyfield, Chislehurst History Group 
(The full research is available on our website history pages)
Situated on the corner of School 
Road, close to the junction 
with Church Row, stands a 
house known as St. Michael’s 
Orphanage. 

The property is located on a 
parcel of land which has a long 
tradition of being associated 
with the relief of poverty.  The 
Vestry minutes of St. Nicholas 
Church records that the 
building of a workhouse was 
first proposed in1739, but the 
scheme was delayed through 
lack of funds until 1759. 

The building subsequently 
erected comprised the 

workhouse and a separate 
rented dwelling within the 
west wing. The Chislehurst 
Union Workhouse, as it 
became known, was built to 
accommodate 17 inmates and 
it’s Master. 

Examination of the Vestry 
minutes recorded on March 
10th 1782 showed that Mr 
William Acourt and his wife, 
Rebecca, were appointed as 
Master and Mistress of the Poor 
House; they were to receive a 
salary of £10 per annum.

By 1790 the Poor Rate within 
the parish of St. Nicholas had 

increased to 1/6d (71/2p) 
in the pound, then as now, 
there were concerns about 
the rising costs of welfare.  A 
committee was appointed by 
the Vestry; its remit was to 
‘take into consideration of the 
present mode of providing for 
the poor in the Parish House.’ 
The committee’s findings were 
reported on the 30th May 1790 
as follows: 

‘It is the opinion of the 
committee that the present 
mode of providing bread for the 
poor is not most advantageous 
to the Parish. The committee 
begs leave to recommend that 
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the bread be baked in house as 
there is a very good oven for the 
purpose.

The committee likewise beg 
leave to observe that they have 
informed themselves that the Poor 
House may be supplied with meat 
at a lower price worthy of the 
observation of Vestry. The present 
price paid by the Parish for meat 
is 2/6d per stone. They assure 
the Vestry that the house may 
be served with meat the pieces 
equally as good as it is at present, 
served at 2/- per stone.

The committee wish to observe 
likewise that they think it would 
be a great saving to the Parish if 
the beers could be brewed in the 
house as the fuel for that purpose 
as well as for baking is growing at 
the door and might be cut by the 
poor people of the house.’
The regime of a typical 
workhouse was strict and 
depending on the way it was 

managed often harsh; inmates 
would have been expected to 
work for nine hours a day in 
the winter, ten hours a day in 
the summer. Until 1808 the 
main type of industry within 
the Chislehurst workhouse was 
spinning. In the year 1808-1809 
the profits from the sale of 
this work was £66, the master 
receiving a commission of 10 
percent. The monies raised 
would have been used for poor 
relief. 

After 1808 sail and rope making 
together with the manufacture 
of other articles made from 
hemp became the main form of 
occupation. 

During the Napoleonic Wars 
(1803-1815) the inmates were 
put to work clearing gorse and 
scrub from the Common for the 
purposes of growing potatoes 
as food during this period was 
scarce and expensive.

An examination of the 
census taken in 1841 gives us 
some insight into the lives of 
the inmates residing in the 
Chislehurst workhouse. There 
were at that time 19 residents; 
10 men, 7 women and two 
children. Eight of the men were 
aged between 45 years and 60 
years and two younger men 
were aged 15 and 20 years. 
Their previous occupations 
included a biscuit maker, a 

wheelwright, a gardener, a 
shepherd, agricultural and 
general labourers. The women’s 
occupations were recorded as 
being servants, char women, an 
outdoor worker and a working 
woman. Also resident at the 
workhouse was the Master, Mr 
David. 

In 1845, the much larger 
Bromley Union Workhouse 
was erected on the site now 
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occupied by the Princess 
Royal University Hospital at 
Farnborough Common. The 
Bromley Workhouse was built 
to accommodate 80 poor 
people and the inmates of the 
Chislehurst workhouse were 
subsequently transferred. 

In 1846 The Parish workhouse 
was sold and the property 
partitioned to be let in three 
separate tenements which were 
used by James Blackney the 
parish clerk, Horace Herbert, 
saddler and John Donmall, 
carpenter and undertaker Sharp, 
the Matron, Margaret Sharp and 
their son Thomas Sharp aged 14 
years.

The use of the old Chislehurst 
workhouse building was 
to change again with the 
establishment of St Michael’s 
Orphanage in 1861 by 
Miss Anne and Miss Maria 
Anderdon, sisters-in-law of 

the Rev. Cannon Murray of St. 
Nicholas Church.

Victorian England by 
St Nicholas’ School

Year 5 at St Nicholas Church 
of England Primary School 
have been studying Victorian 
England, and have composed 
some creative writing about the 
workhouse.  

Joanna Friel shared with them 
some pictures of Chislehurst 
around that era but be assured 
these writings were devised 
before she gave her illustrated 
talk!

“Iron railings, whose 
tips were sharp and 
spear-like, guarded the 
stone building.  They 
stood ready to impale 
any fools who tried 

to escape.  Many had 
attempted to. Yet all 
who had tried had 
failed. As punishment 
they had been locked 
away in a shed at 
the end of the Yard.  
Corners of the building 
had fallen off and 
made a heap of stone 
on the churned up 
mud outside.  All of 
the windows were 
barred and tiny faces 
poked out screaming in 
hunger as they longingly 
watched wealthy 
families buying warm 
shilling pies from the 
meat pudding shop.  

At the entrance a 
porter stood patrolling 
the gates, waiting for 
new inmates to be 
delivered.  He shoved 
open the gates as 

destitute people were 
forced through. “
By Christian Pauling

“Curiously, he peered 
at a young boy pulling 
a cart holding a young 
lady.  The boy rang 
a bell and the porter 
opened the iron barred 
gate.  He followed 
the boy and the gates 
slammed shut.  He 
would now discover 
the true meaning of 
hell.

The yard was dented 
and cracked.  There 
were grubby children 
washing their dirty 
faces. They shivered 
with delight to have 
clean water but also 
because they were 
freezing.”
By Lydia Ho
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Planning and Enforcement 
News from Cote! 
On the 18th May the local 
manager at Cote Brasserie 
said he expected the works 
to provide an accessible toilet 
would be done within 6 to 8 
weeks.  The Society kept a close 
eye on matters and at the time 
of writing we had the very good 
news that the disabled toilet 
had been installed and the lift 
arrangement was on order. 

Rogue Car Park
The new car wash facility in 
the High Street car park has 
caused some complaints from 
customers experiencing parking 
congestion since 13 spaces have 
been removed to make way for 
the facilities.  LBB are involved 
in an investigation into the 
planning process that allowed 
this to be set up. 

Woof woof woof!
Following concerns about the 
management and control of 
the large number of dogs being 
walked by just one person in 
Elmstead Woods the Public 
Protection team from LBB have 
been discussing the matter.  The 

Enforcement Manager is putting 
up more signs about keeping 
dogs under control in public 
spaces; in a park a dog must be 
kept under control at all times 
though not required to be on a 
lead, a lead is required by law on 
a public street.  The police have a 
role in enforcing the bye laws but 
the Society is keeping a watching 
brief on this situation. 

Items from Bromley 
Council
1.The Chislehurst Common 
congestion relief scheme is 
one of the Local Improvement 
Plan programmes funded by 
TfL and identified as a priority 
by Officers of LBB along with 

Elmstead Lane/William Barefoot 
Drive junction improvements.  
Members of the Environment 
Policy Development and 
Scrutiny Committee are 
being asked to make further 
suggestions as Officers develop 
plans for 2017/18 programmes. 

2. There is a proposal to vary the 
operating hours of Biggin Hill 
Airport but only subject to strict 
compliance conditions on noise.

3. Queen Mary House update 
– The planning application 
was refused by majority vote 5 
v 4 at a Planning Committee 
meeting on 26th May.   A revised 
planning application will be 
submitted. 
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Planning and Enforcement 
Kings Quarter - 
Access to the Green 
Chain walk
On Thursday 19th May, the 
residents of Waratah Drive 
received a letter stating that the 
Property Management Agent 
(Chamonix Estates) intends to 
close the gates onto the ‘Cow 
Path’ permanently. Their letter 
states that they have chosen 
to “close the access point 
completely” citing anti-social 
behaviour, particularly around 
Bettenson Close where the last 
access point remains through 
to Green Chain Walk.  They 
remark that “non-residents are 
causing the issues by accessing 
through the gate and are causing 

noise disturbances generally and 
damage to property (cars and 
communal areas).” They go on 
to say that since these gates have 
been installed, they have been 
vandalised a number of times.  

They remark they have police 
backing for this closure. 
After some investigatory work 
by the Society it was established 
that our local police had neither 
provided a letter of support 
or been liaised with about the 
proposed closure! Apparently at 
a residents meeting on 4th May, 
the decision was made to close 
the gates.

Since residents have received 
this communication, several of 
the residents on Waratah Drive 
have come together to fight the 
decision.  Equally there are some 
residents who feel the closure 
may be a good idea, particularly 
those who have suffered 
from frequent disruption and 

offensive behaviour from people 
abusing the access paths. 

The local resident group has 
become co-ordinated extremely 
quickly. They have produced 
leaflets, created an e-petition 
and set up a Facebook group.  
Alison Stammers, Chair of the 
Chislehurst Town Team  has 
said; “I am concerned about 
the impact on extra traffic on 
Elmstead Lane and Willow 
Grove as well as parking on the 
High St, that the gate closure 
may cause where parents are 
using their cars to take their 
children to school, rather than 
walking as they do at present”.
A committee report by Bromley 
Council in 2013 decided that 
closing this access would 
have a ‘detrimental impact 
on local accessibility resulting 
in inconvenience and longer 
journeys for cyclists and 
pedestrians thereby discouraging 
sustainable transport choices 

and promoting car use contrary 
to policies T6 and T7 of the 
Unitary Development Plan’. This 
decision by Bromley Council 
seems to have been ignored or 
overlooked.

There is clearly strong opinion 
on both sides but there is a big 
question mark around the level 
of consultation.  
The Society wrote to the King’s 
Quarter management team 
and has offered to host an open 
meeting of residents, with 
representation from the police 
and the Council to address the 
issues. Our letter went on to say:

“We are aware that there are 
a number of different views 
about the wisdom of closing 
the gate, and that a number of 
residents are more concerned 
about the lack of access to 
the Green Chain Walk than 
they are about anti-social 
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behaviour. Further, we do not 
believe that the Metropolitan 
Police have issued any formal 
advice to close the gate, and 
it would be inappropriate for 
you to proceed on the basis 
that they did give advice.  We 
believe that there is some 
dispute about the level of 
alleged anti-social behaviour.” 

The letter produced positive 
results and the decision to cloes 
the gate has been deferred. Neil 
Cartwright, a local resident has 
begun the process of setting up a 
Residents Association and with 
the intervention of the Society 
has said, “it feels like the cavalry 
has arrived.” The inaugural 
group meet at the Old Chapel in 
mid July. 

(Thanks to Tamsyn Clarke for 
quotes)

The Great 
Chislehurst 
Transport Survey
We want to know your views 
and ideas on transport in and 
around the village.  We need 
your input on the problems that 
affect you the most. 

Is it the traffic? Is it the 
dangerous junctions? Is it the 
bus times, or maybe the lack of 
co-ordination between buses 
and trains? Fill in our survey 
(which you can find on our 
website homepage) and we’ll see 
what we can do about it. 
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Cray Wanderers football club 
is one of the oldest clubs in the 
world. In 2015 an application 
was submitted by the club to 
LBB to redevelop Flamingo 
Park on the A20 to make the 
site its permanent home. 

The proposed development, at 
the northern end of Chislehurst, 
included proposals to demolish 
existing buildings, and erect 
a new football stadium with 
gym, offices and meeting 
rooms and the relocation of 
existing football pitches.  It also 
included proposals to build two 
residential blocks with 28 flats 
and car parking facilities, in 
order to produce the funds to 

enable the development to take 
place.

The Chislehurst Society’s 
planning committee reviewed 
this application as part of its 
regular review of all Chislehurst 
planning applications.  It spent 
much time on this application, 
since the site was part of 
London’s Green Belt and made 
a number of observations 
regarding the detail of the 
proposed development. It did 
not object to the application. 

We noted that the site had 
been poorly maintained, 
needed improvement and 
concluded that its proposed 

Half time score: 
Cray Wanderers 2
Mayor of London 1
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use as a community sporting 
hub and permanent home 
for Cray Wanderers, which 
runs 12 youth teams, 
constituted sufficiently special 
circumstances to allow such 
development. 

Bob Neill, MP had been 
supportive of the application, 
and LBB’s Planning Committee, 
in its deliberations on 19 
April 2016, came to the 
same conclusion, that they 
were mindful to approve the 
application, subject to a number 
of conditions which would be 
discussed with the applicants.

Because the proposed 
development included 
buildings and car parking, the 
application had to be referred 
to the Mayor of London for his 
approval.  A letter was sent to 
the new Mayor, Sadiq Khan, on 
25 May 2016. Planning officers 
at the Mayor’s office supported 

Bromley’s conclusions, but the 
Mayor ignored their advice 
and directed Bromley Council 
to refuse permission. He 
concluded that the benefits to 
the community of the proposed 
sporting facilities “did not 
outweigh the significant harm 
that would be caused to the …
Green Belt”. He also noted - and 
many believe this was the main 
reason for his decision - that 
there was a lack of affordable 
housing in the proposed 
development.

Bob Neill, MP now swung into 
action.  He wrote:

 “This is a scheme I have been 
involved with for sometime, 
supporting it through the 
planning process and it is 
deeply frustrating to see it 
overturned at this stage. I am 
convinced that considerable 
community benefits would be 
achieved through the project. 

It would replace a currently 
underused, poor quality sports 
ground with a modern, state of 
the art facility; it would provide 
a permanent home for the 
world’s second oldest football 
club; and it would support 
much needed opportunities for 
outdoor sport and recreation 
where none currently exist.

The Mayor’s direction for 
refusal represents a biased and 
cynical party-political decision, 
based ostensibly on Green Belt 
grounds, but almost certainly 
as a rider for his ambitions 
to impose social housing in 
outer London boroughs. It was 
a decision made against the 
advice of his own planning 
advisors, and despite the 
approval of the local authority. 
It is against local sport, and 
goes against the spirit of local 
decision making. Indeed, 
Bromley Council received just 

9 objections to this application, 
receiving 600 in support.

Please be assured that I will 
continue to do everything I 
possibly can to have the Mayor’s 
decision reversed and to see this 
fantastic scheme materialise..”

It came as no surprise, 
therefore, that only a few days 
later, on 29 June, Brandon 
Lewis, MP, the Minister of State 
for Housing and Planning, 
“called-in” the application for 
his own determination.  He 
noted that such action had to 
be selective, but that he was 
concerned enough to review 
the Mayor’s decision through 
a public enquiry. We are now 
awaiting details of when and 
how the public enquiry will 
take place.  

Watch this space…..
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So much history can be revealed 
from gravestones; we were 
delighted when the Society 
was contacted by researcher, 
Helen Norman, telling us of 
an important artist buried 
in Chislehurst Cemetery in 
Beaverwood Road.   All of 
Helen’s research can be found on 
our website but here is a taster.
In April 1958, at the age of 92, 

the artist Charles Spencelayh 
hand wrote his Last Will and 
Testament.  In a spidery hand 
he painstakingly itemised his 
possessions and legacies. 

Among the household linen, a 
grey bedroom carpet and his 
wearing apparel are ‘the two 
silver framed Royal letters’. 
Written in the hands of Queen 
Mary and Princess Marie-
Louise, the personal letters 
acknowledge his contribution in 
the early 1920’s to the celebrated 
Queen Mary’s Dolls House.   
Instigated by Princess Marie-
Louise and inspired by Queen 
Mary’s love of miniature objects, 
she acted as intermediary 
between the Queen and the 
many skilled British artisans 
who were commissioned to 

make the fixtures and fittings 
for the breathtaking dolls house 
designed by Edwin Lutyens, 
which can seen at Windsor 
Castle.   Spencelayh’s postage 
stamp sized portrait of George V 
is in perfect 1:12 scale.

Queen Mary was an admirer of 
Spencelayh’s work, buying works 
at the Royal Academy Summer 
Exhibitions and commissioning 
at least one painting, which he 
titled ‘The Unexpected’ due 
to his surprise at receiving the 
request. In 1954 the Victoria 
and Albert Museum staged 
an exhibition of items from 
Queen Mary’s collection and 
Spencelayh’s ‘The Three Queens’ 
hung in the entrance into the 
Main Gallery.
Born in Rochester in 1865, the 

youngest of 11 children, he 
was bought up by his mother 
Elizabeth as his father Henry 
died before Charles was born.  
Charles was eight when he was 
given his first set of paints and 
was soon copying Old Masters. 
If canvas was not available he 
would use old scraps of wood or 
even tabletops and some of these 
early works have survived. 

He attended The National 
Art Training School in South 
Kensington and became a 
founder member of the Royal 
Society of Miniature Painters, 
joining in1897. He also trained 
and exhibited in Paris around 
the turn of the century.  An all 
round artist, Charles worked in 
various mediums including oil, 
watercolour, drawings, copper 
etchings, prints and sculpture.
Charles married Elizabeth 
Hodson Stowe at St. Paul’s, Penge 
in 1890. They started married 
life in Chatham  Elizabeth’s early 
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Charles Spencelayh- Artist
By Helen Norman
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life is something of a mystery; 
she is described as a ‘nurse child’ 
to a ‘bedridden’ lady (who later 
adopted her) according to the 
1871 census return for Olney, 
Buckinghamshire, where she 
was born in 1864. He painted 
her many times - a study 
entitled ‘My Pet’ shows a young 
Elizabeth in profile holding a 
dove.  The couple had one child, 
Vernon born in 1891, who 
became an accomplished artist 
in his own right.

In the early 1930’s the 
Spencelayhs moved south to Lee, 

but Elizabeth died in 1937 and 
was buried four miles away in 
Chislehurst Cemetery. Charles 
remarried, another Elizabeth 
and in 1940 while living in Lee 
they were made homeless during 
a bombing raid. 

Many paintings were destroyed 
which makes a catalogue 
raisonné of his work virtually 
impossible. After a brief time 
in his first wife’s hometown of 
Olney, they settled a few miles 
away in the Northamptonshire 
village of Bozeat, where they 
spent the rest of their lives 

19

as popular members of the 
community. 

A lifelong smoker, Charles 
would greet visitors with 
cigarette ash covering his 
waistcoat and invite them to 
use the floor of his studio as an 
ashtray. A reporter from the 
Northampton Mercury quipped 
“this season Mr Spencelayh 
is wearing Players”. He would 
even include the spent matches 
littering the carpet in his 
compositions; such was his 
meticulous attention to detail. 
An airmail letter to George 
Nuttall, his agent in Vancouver, 
has tell tale burn marks; given 
the potential fire hazard and the 
often toxic nature of traditional 
artist materials it is remarkable 
that he survived into his nineties.

He died in Northampton in June 
1958 and after a funeral service 
conducted by his friend in the 
12th century church of St Mary 

the Virgin, Bozeat, he made 
his final journey back to Kent 
and was buried with his first 
wife in Chislehurst.

Examples of his finest work 
such as ‘Stalemate’, ‘Smile’ 
and ‘The Old Dealer’ found 
homes in provincial galleries 
and private collections, but 
his name began to fade from 
popular memory during 
the 1960’s as his cluttered 
Victorian interiors became 
unfashionable.   In 1978 
Aubrey Noakes published 
an illustrated hardback 
‘Charles Spencelayh and 
his Paintings’ which began 
a revival in interest for this 
most prodigious British artist.  
Once again appreciated, his 
work commands strong prices 
at auction and has found a 
new generation of admirers 
via the Internet.
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Education and the Environment
The Coopers School 
Gardening Club
by Greg Souter
The Club was introduced at 
the beginning of September 
2015. It allows students access 

to a specific area of the school 
where they can develop the 
‘Secret Garden’, this is a place 
where other students can 
come and enjoy the tranquil 
environment.   

As the club became 
established not only did 
flowers start budding, but 
so too did the friendships 
of those involved in the 
club. As the growth of the 
‘Secret Garden’ began to take 
shape, we reached out to the 
Chislehurst Society who had 
given us the original grant to 
start the Club. 

We were fortunate to get 
donations of gardening 
equipment such as rakes and 
trowels; which allowed the 
students tend to the garden 
properly. 

We invited Joanna Friel the 
Vice Chair of the Chislehurst 

Society to talk to the 
Gardening Club. An amazing 
opportunity arose from the 
meeting where the Gardening 
Club were invited to put a 
personal touch to the outdoor 
space at the Old Chapel. 

The Gardening Club has 
decided to have a joint colour 
scheme of purple for Heather 
Firbank and blue for Coopers 
School.  We chose Heather 
Firbank because she was born 
at Coopers in 1895 and many 
of her vintage clothes are now 
on show at the V & A. She 
often wore purple and heather 
colours. 

The ultimate goal to create 
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Education and the Environment
a space that the volunteers 
of the Society will be able to 
use and relax in. The Club 
made a trip prior to the Easter 
break and have potted new 
plants in the courtyard of the 
Old Chapel and have future 
plans of creating a mural that 
represents both Chislehurst 
and Coopers School 
communities. 

We are all eager and excited 
to continue working with 
Chislehurst Society at the Old 
Chapel and look forward to 
giving an update in the next 
publication. 

Many thanks, 
The Gardening Club 

Heritage Trail
Pupils from St Peter and St 
Paul Catholic Primary School 
enjoyed taking part in a fact 
finding day about their local area 
just before half term in May.  

They spent the morning at 
Chislehurst Caves and the 
afternoon completing the 
Society Heritage Trail along the 
High Street.  

On a hot afternoon we had 
them queuing to use the 
facilities at the Old Chapel and 
they certainly appreciated the 
cool space.  What a great day of 
learning and fun.

The Heritage Trail was 
compiled by the Society and 
asks questions, the answers to 
which can all be found along 
the High Street. The Trail starts 
at St Patrick’s Church and ends 
opposite the ponds. It can be 
downloaded from our website; 
something to keep up your 
sleeve for something to do with 
young ones during the long 
summer break (and maybe stop 
for an ice cream at Annabel’s en 
route!). 

Max 
Communications
Local firm Max 
Communications held a 
corporate day at the Old Chapel 
before moving on to the caves 
to complete  their day of team 
building.  The firm has recently 
been awarded a royal warrant 
and we were very pelased to 
welcome them to the Old 
Chapel. 
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The Environmental Awards 2016
Annual Event organised by the Chislehurst Society

The awards were presented on 
Tuesday 10th May and kindly 
hosted by Farrington’s School.
1,100 students participated in 
this 26th annual competition, 
21 schools and groups took 
part.  Judges, including a local 

architect considered 51 group 
and 132 individual entries.

Congratulations to the 
winners of the Alun and Joy 
Jones awards - St Peter and 
St Paul Catholic Primary 

Academy and Farrington’s 
School, and to the 37 other 
students, schools or groups 
that won prizes.
300 visitors; local schools, 
teachers and local residents, 
came along to the prize giving 
as well as the Lady Mayor.   

Alexander Martin RIBA, 
great, great grandson of 
William Willett, presented 
the prizes and certificates.  
Al had been given a tour of 
Chislehurst, including a visit 
to The Cedars, the home of his 
ancestor.  He saw the Heritage 
Lottery funded map of the 
Camden Place Estate signed 
by his great great grandfather 
and we presented him with a 
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special copy of ‘100 Years in 
the Wilderness’ which tells 
the story of the Willett houses 
locally.  

Photographs of 
some of the prize 
winning entries 
can be seen on 
display at The 
Old Chapel and 
there is a video 

on our website.  
Particular thanks are due to 
Viv Smith who organises this 
fantastic event for the Society.
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Electioneering
As we all went to the polls for the referendum I was entertained 
by this recent image found on e bay.  This is the 1950 general 
election where Pat Hornsby-Smith won a majority of only 167 
votes over the sitting labour MP George Wallace.  Sir Roger 
Sims, our MP from 1974 to 1997 took the time to write to me 
recently reminding me that Ted Willis, the author of Dixon of 
Dock Green rather stole her thunder in being created Baron 
Willis, of Chislehurst, but calm was restored in 1974 when she 
was gazetted as Baroness Hornsby- Smith, of Chislehurst in the 
County of Kent’ 

Joanna’s Jottings.... Green Lane
Pamela from Vancouver sent us 
this image of a family who lived 
at what was named ‘Sirhowy’, 
after a river in Wales, now 37 
Green Lane.  William Fuller, 
whom Pamela is researching, 
worked at White and Bushell, the 
ironmongers where Linklaters 
Opticians now operates 
from.  However this image 
of a somewhat dour family is 
apparently not that of the Fuller 
family.  If anyone recognises the 
family do let us know!   

Capturing old film
Local Studies treated us to a 1958 black and white film featuring 
St Nicholas’ Church and the fundraising project to restore the 
Charrington window on the west wall.   How ‘charming’ it was to 
witness every lady in a hat and the workers of the Kentish Times 
dipping photographs into acid baths without any reference to 
health and safety.  You can view the film by downloading it from 
screenheritage@filmlondon.org.uk     London: A Bigger Picture is 
a three year Heritage Lottery Funded project which is digitising 
old film – they want your old home movies.... if you have old 
film or video that was shot locally get in touch 020 7613 7674 
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and add to the local archive and get your memories preserved for 
ever – free.  

Come in your droves, ‘ewe’ll’ never believe 
it...

We’ve not lost any sleep counting these escapees from Shepherd’s 
Green!! This charming old photograph of the high street full 
of sheep came to us courtesy of Ian Stephenson of The Crown 
Garage.

Allen Grove 
The new daytime history group has been awarded £200 from 
the Kent Archaeological Trust, Allen Grove Fund to conduct 
some oral histories from locals who recall the atrocities of 

WW2. We aim to produce a curriculum booklet for schools.  If 
you are interested in joining the project contact localhistory@
chislehurst-society.org.uk

One story we will include is of Woodclyffe Hotel bombed out in 
September 1940.  Jo Gosney, our guide at Farnborough Abbey 
two years ago, sent us this image of the house that stood where 
Woodclyffe Drive is now.  Her grandmother, Mrs Olga Brown, 
bought it as a hotel in 1938; Jo has a visitor’s book which goes 
back to November 1928.  The 1881 census has Edward J Blunt in 
occupation and in 1911 the King family, ship owners, lived there.  
An advert from the Times in 1894 describes it as a charming 
detached residence in 7 acres of land close to the station.  Jo 
herself recalls a gate opposite the station through which she 
went, with her dog, to get cigarettes for her mother from a kiosk 
at the station - how different times were then! 
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In the after glow of the Queen’s Tea Party we roll on 
to the Big Draw continuing to celebrate her majesty 
with a theme of “Glorious England”. Chislehurst 
Big Draw afternoons are not to be missed. Whether 
you are young or old or in between, an artist or 
absolutely inartistic it is a fun day out with your 
family and friends.

Join King Arthur to craft your own shield. Enter 
Sherwood Forest with Robin Hood or build King 
John’s castle. Paint Teddies at their picnic or dance 
with Morris Men. Eat rock at the Seaside and laugh 
with Punch and Judy. Illuminate a Shakespearian 
quote or make a Pearl brooch fit for a Queen. 
Come one, come all, join in the spirit of “Glorious 
England”.

There will be a hog roast and BBQ, ice cream and 
candy floss, helium balloons, a fabulous tea tent 
selling home-made cakes, puppet shows and music 
all day long.

Saturday 24, September, 1:00-5:00, 
Chislehurst Common BR7 5PE, next to St Nicholas 

Church, between Church Row and Manor Park 
Road. Children 

£3.00 Adults £2.00

HERITAGE OPEN DAY

A variety of local exhibits 
and artefacts will be on 
display. Come along and 
celebrate Chislehurst’s 

past. 

The Old Chapel
10am-4pm

FREE

Litter Picking

It has been lovely to see 
some new faces join our litter 
picking events. We meet in 

the Old Chapel Car Park and 
all litter picking equipment is 

provided. 

All the hard work is rewarded 
after when we treat ourselves 

to a hot cuppa and some 
homemade cake!

Come and join us! 
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Chislehurst Chase 

10k run on Sunday 18th 
September at 10am

£14 entry 
Family Fun run of 2k

£2 entry

Dementia Friends Talk

9th August

11am 

Chislehurst Library

POSTER LAUNCH

The launch of these Chislehurst Posters designed by 
Mark-Stockdale-Hughes took place at the Old Chapel 

on the 2nd July. 

They are now available to buy online from Visit 
Chislehurst for £10 alternatively you can buy a copy 

from us at the Old Chapel. 

Proceeds of sale are split between the Society, Visit 
Chislehurst and The Trustees of the Commons. 
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One Road Steward has resigned since our last update and we thank her for her help 
and support over many years. We welcome two new Road Stewards and thank two 

others who have agreed to expand their “round”.

ROAD STEWARD RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENTS
Mrs June Clarke – Toynbec Close/Stewart Close

NEW ROAD STEWARDS
Mr Nick Britton – Toynbec Close

Mrs Glenys Thomas – Woodclyffe Drive/Timber Close
Ms Val Heal – adds Walkden Road and Lydstep Road to Hillview Road

Mrs Ann Hughes – adds second half of Mainridge Road to existing round

It is with regret that we report the death of Mr Tony Yolland, Road Steward for 
Woodclyffe Drive and Timber Close. Tony was an enthusiastic supporter of the 

work of the Society over many years. He will be fondly remembered for all the “free” 
advice he gave to the Executive Committee at many a Road Stewards meeting.

Tony’s death ends the 75 year connection of the Yolland family with Chislehurst.

In the after glow of the Queen’s Tea Party we roll on 
to the Big Draw continuing to celebrate her majesty 
with a theme of “Glorious England”. Chislehurst 
Big Draw afternoons are not to be missed. Whether 
you are young or old or in between, an artist or 
absolutely inartistic it is a fun day out with your 
family and friends.

Join King Arthur to craft your own shield. Enter 
Sherwood Forest with Robin Hood or build King 
John’s castle. Paint Teddies at their picnic or dance 
with Morris Men. Eat rock at the Seaside and laugh 
with Punch and Judy. Illuminate a Shakespearian 
quote or make a Pearl brooch fit for a Queen. 
Come one, come all, join in the spirit of “Glorious 
England”.

There will be a hog roast and BBQ, ice cream and 
candy floss, helium balloons, a fabulous tea tent 
selling home-made cakes, puppet shows and music 
all day long.

Saturday 24, September, 1:00-5:00, 
Chislehurst Common BR7 5PE, next to St Nicholas 

Church, between Church Row and Manor Park 
Road. Children 

£3.00 Adults £2.00

Road Steward News
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Dates for the Diary
DATE

Every Wednesday 9.45am-
12pm
12th July
9th August
1st September 2.30pm
10th September  
10th September
11th September 10am - 4pm
18th September
24th September 1pm-5pm
24th September
25th September
15th October 10am-4pm

VENUE

The Old Chapel
Chislehurst Library
Chislehurst Library

The Methodist Church
Chislehurst

The Annunciation Church 
The Old Chapel

Royal Parade
Chislehurst Common

Bullerswood School
The Old Chapel Car Park

The Old Chapel

ACTIVITY

Chislehurst Society Coffee Mornings - £2 for tea and cake
Built on a Bowling Green - Local History Talk by Patricia Waters

Dementia Friends Talk
The Vikings are Coming - talk given by Imogen Corrigan

Heritage Open Day - array of venues to be confirmed
Annunciation Church open event - guided  tours of church and bell tower

Heritage Exhibition - FREE
Chislehurst Chase

The Big Draw
Bullerswood Open Day and Woodland Walk (Time to be confirmed)

Litter Picking
Trustees of the Commons Open Day

The Chislehurst Society
The Old Chapel, 3Queens Passage

Chislehurst, Kent
BR7 5AP

admin@chislehurst-society.org.uk
020 8467 0900

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk
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